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EIC Pathfinder open 

Source: https://euraxess.ec.europa.eu/career-development/researchers/manual-scientific-entrepreneurship/major-steps/trl  
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EIC Pathfinder open 
Major points 
Rebuttal phase:  

7 days to reply to the comments of the evaluators 
replies cannot be used to alter or add to the content of the proposals, but must 

strictly focus on responding to potential misunderstandings or errors by the 
evaluators 

Consensus meeting 
Will take into account the comments from the evaluator, and the response by the 

consortium 
Discussions will focus on controversial proposals that have a realistic chance of 

getting funded (i.e. proposals from an appropriately chosen range above and below 
the funding threshold) 

Expert evaluators may be invited to the consensus discussions, in particular for 
controversial proposals  
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EIC Pathfinder open 

Major points 

ESR will comprise 
the final score,  

a collation of the comments from individual reports, or extracts from them,  

a comment that summarises the assessment by the evaluation committee 
(potentially taking into account the applicants’ reply received via the rebuttal) 
as well as any additional comments,  

possibly advice not to resubmit the proposal. 
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EIC Pathfinder open 

Evaluation criteria for Pathfinder Open 

Excellence (Threshold: 4/5, weight 60%) 

Long-term vision: How convincing is the vision of a radically new deep tech that has the 

potential to have a transformative positive effect to our economy and society? 

Science-towards-technology breakthrough: How concrete, novel and ambitious is the 

proposed science-towards-technology breakthrough with respect to the state-of-the-art? 

What advancement does it provide towards realising the envisioned technology? 

Objectives: How concrete and plausible are the proposed objectives? To what extent are 

high-risk/high-gain research approach and methodology appropriate for achieving them? 

Interdisciplinarity: How relevant is the interdisciplinary approach from traditionally distant 

disciplines for achieving the proposed breakthrough?  
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EIC Pathfinder open 
Impact (Threshold: 3.5/5, weight 20%) 

Innovation potential: How adequate are the proposed measures for protection of 

results and any other exploitation measures to facilitate future translation of 

research results into innovations with societal or economic impact? How suitable 

are the proposed measures for empowering key actors that have the potential to 

take the lead in translating research into innovations? 

Communication and Dissemination: How convincing and wide reaching are the 

proposed measures and plans for public/stakeholder engagement and for raising 

awareness about the project outcomes, including through Open Science, with 

respect to their potential to establish new markets and/or address global 

challenges? 
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EIC Pathfinder open 

Quality and efficiency of the implementation (Threshold 3/5, weight 20%)  

Quality of the consortium: To what extent do the consortium members have all the 

necessary high quality expertise for performing the project tasks?  

Work plan: How coherent and effective are the work plan (work packages, tasks, 

deliverables, milestones, time-line, etc.) and risk mitigation measures in order to achieve 

the project objectives?  

Allocation of resources: How appropriate and effective is the allocation of resources 

(person-months and equipment) to tasks and consortium members? 



www.Access2EIC.eu 

EIC Pathfinder Challenge 

Source: https://euraxess.ec.europa.eu/career-development/researchers/manual-scientific-entrepreneurship/major-steps/trl  
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EIC Pathfinder Challenge 

Major points 

Scoring 
The score for each evaluation criterion will be the average of the individual 

evaluators’ scores. The overall proposal score will be calculated as the sum of 
the average scores from the evaluation criteria. 

All proposals that meet the thresholds defined in the evaluation criteria will 
be considered in the second step. 
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EIC Pathfinder Challenge 

Major points 

Portfolio considerations 
Establishment of a list of proposals to be funded, based on the evaluation 

scores and on each proposal’s contribution to the setting up of a consistent 
portfolio of projects 

(proposals must be clear therefore on such aspects: applications, outcomes, 
risks, TRL, …) 

Portfolio considerations are going to be detailed in the Challenge guide 
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EIC Pathfinder Challenge 

Major points 

Portfolio considerations 
categorisation of the proposals will be used and, the proposals will be 

allocated to different components or categories.  

Example of possible categories are:  building blocks or subsystems, technical 
areas and/or competing technologies, risk level, size, budget 

The evaluation committee may also propose adjustments to the proposals in 
as far as needed for the consistency of the portfolio approach. These 
adjustments shall be in conformity with the conditions for participation and 
comply with the principle of equal treatment . 
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EIC Pathfinder Challenge 

Evaluation criteria for Pathfinder Challenge 

Excellence (Threshold: 4/5; weight [60%]) 

Relevance to the Challenge: How relevant are the project’s objectives in 

contributing to the overall goal and the specific objectives of the Challenge?  

Novelty: How novel and ambitious are the proposed technological breakthroughs 

with respect to the state-of-the-art? How relevant and effective are they in 

achieving the expected outcomes of the Challenge?  

Plausibility of methodology: To what extent is the Research, Development & 

Innovation methodology described in the proposal appropriate to reach its 

objectives? How plausible is it that the objectives set out in the proposal are 

achieved within the time span of the project? 
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EIC Pathfinder Challenge 
Impact (Threshold: 3.5/5; weight [20%]) 

Potential Impact: To what extent the successful completion of the project may 

have economic and societal impact and how credible it is argued and quantified 

(e.g. via KPIs or equivalent)? How appropriate are the expected outcomes of the 

project to contribute to the potential economic or social impacts of the 

Challenge? 

Innovation potential: How adequate are the proposed measures for protection 

of results and any other exploitation measures to facilitate future translation of 

research results into innovations with societal or economic impact? How 

suitable are the proposed measures for empowering key actors that have the 

potential to take the lead in translating research into innovations? 

Communication and Dissemination: How convincing and wide reaching are the 

proposed measures and plans for public/stakeholder engagement and for 

raising awareness about the project outcomes, including through Open Science, 

with respect to their potential to establish new markets and/or address global 

challenges? 
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EIC Pathfinder Challenge 

Quality and efficiency of the implementation (Threshold 3/5; weight 

[20]%)  

Quality of the applicant/consortium [depends if mono or multi-beneficiaries]: To 

what extent do the consortium members have all the necessary high quality 

expertise for performing the project tasks? 

Work plan: How coherent and effective are the work plan (work packages, tasks, 

deliverables, milestones, time-line, etc.) and risk mitigation measures in order to 

achieve the project objectives? 

Allocation of resources: How appropriate and effective is the allocation of resources 

(person-months and equipment) to tasks and consortium members? 


