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The launching of the calls for proposals contained in the EIC Work

Programme and presented hereinafter is conditional upon the final adoption

without significant modifications by the legislative authority of the

Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council establishing

Horizon Europe – the Framework Programme for Research and Innovation,

laying down its rules for participation and dissemination (COM(2018)0435 –

C8-0252/2018 –2018/0224(COD)) and of the Decision of the Council on

establishing the specific programme implementing Horizon Europe -the

Framework Programme for Research and Innovation (COM(2018)0436 –C8-

0253/2018 –2018/0225(COD)), as well as to the final adoption without

significant modifications by the European Commission of this Work

Programme.
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EIC 

Specific provisions for Pathfinder and 
Transition actions: 
Portfolios and Intellectual Property
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Specific provisions

ÅProvisions developed for Model Grant Agreement (pending). Necessary to 

include IP related ones in the EIC Work Programme (see Annex 7 based on 

Regulation)

ÅMain elements (in addition to normal Horizon Europe rules) concern:

1. Portfolios

2. Exchange of information on preliminary findings and results

3. Priority to exploitation

4. Rights of EIC inventors
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(1) Portfolios: constitution 

ÅAllocation to portfolios: 

VAll EIC actions to be included in one (or more) Challenge or 
Thematic portfolio=

o Pathfinder Challenge call: in the related Challenge portfolio

o Other calls : where appropriate

VIndicated in grant agreement

VFlexibility to transfer to other portfolios where needed, with 
prior notice
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(2) Portfolios : Challenge Portfoliosõ objectives

ÅChallenge Portfolio objectives: 

V objectives and roadmap to be proposedby Programme Manager after evaluation and selection:

o in line with call objectives and initial Challenge Guide,

o in consultation with selected proposals

o and where appropriate with other beneficiaries of the Portfolio and stakeholders at large

V Objectives and roadmap may be updated to reflect Portfolio developments & achievements (same 
consultation process)

V Challenge Guide will be updated accordinglyand be the document of reference accompanying the 
Portfolio along its implementation

V Actions may be requested to amend activivities, milestones, deliverables in line with Portfolio 
objectives & roadmap updates

V For projects selected under the related Challenge call, they maybe suspended or terminated if no 
agreement on amendments (in conformity with Horizon Europe legal base)



77

(3) Portfolios: activities 

ÅFor all Portfolio activities: 

V Activities will be decidedby Programme managers, in consultation with actions/benefciariesof the 
Portfolio, and where appropriate stakeholders at large.

V Purpose of activities:

o 9ƴƘŀƴŎŜ tƻǊǘŦƻƭƛƻΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀƭ ŎƻƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƘŜǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴ the EIC Communityat large

o {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ /ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ tƻǊǘŦƻƭƛƻǎΩ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ tƻǊǘŦƻƭƛƻΩǎ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ

o Enhance research outputs

o Prepare transition to innovation and stimulate business opportunities

V Such activities may cover, notably but not only, participation to conferences, workshops or any EIC 
Portfolio or networks meetings, experience and data sharing, as well as participation to any relevant 
EIC Business Acceleration Services events

VCosts eligible under GA and contracts. Additional funding up to 50k possible to organize such 
activities (at the request of the Programme Manager or at the initiative of an action/beneficiary)
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(4) Portfolios: Access to information about preliminary findings 
and results

ÅProgramme manager may request to disseminate information about preliminary 
findings or results from projects at any time for purpose of stimulating 
innovation/ exploitation.

V NOTE: applies to informationon results, not disclosure of and access rights to underlying 
data and results

ÅEIC Market Place used to disseminate such information/ find partners:

V On confidential and restricted basis if information is not public, covered by NDAs

V Beneficiary has right to refuse disclosure and access to underlying data/ results to others 
for legitimate reasons (commercial exploitation, data protection, etc.)

V Beneficiary may refuse dissemination of the information if in process of publishing/ 
protecting or exploiting (for a reasonable time period)
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(1) Intellectual Property: Priority to exploitation

ÅPathfinder: NOƻōƭƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘŜ ƛƴƴƻǾŀǘƛƻƴΧ BUTobligation to allow for 
innovation to be nurtured out of results, with appropriate support (Market-
Place, Transition smart funding, BAS, Inventors access rights)

ÅEach project to have Plan for Exploitation and Dissemination

ÅBeneficiaries must assess exploitation opportunities (and where needed ensure 
protection) before disseminating results

V Beneficiary to use best efforts to exploit results (incl. by third parties) 

V Beneficiaries must report on such efforts (e.g. at project reviews, on request)

V EIC may make dissemination subject to conditions (e.g. to assess exploitation potential) 
which will be time limited and where EIC will propose support (e.g50k, Transition activity, 
Business Acceleration Services)
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(2) Intellectual Property: Access rights for EIC Inventor s

ÅWhy ? Stimulate exploitation opportunities

ÅFor beneficiaries that are not for profit, an inventor is any of their employees and 
subcontractors, established in a Member States or Associated Country, and appearing or entitled 
to appear as inventor in any corresponding publication or patent filing

ÅThe Grant Agreement directly empowers inventors with necessary access rights for purposes of 
further developing and exploiting a result 

Å If beneficiary provides substantial support (e.g. through Technology Transfer Office), royalties 
may be shared between inventor and beneficiary on mutually  beneficial terms. 

ÅRestriction: where possible exploitation by inventor affects exploitation by beneficiaries as 
agreed in the Plan for exploitation and dissemination
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